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Remembering Alan White, Pulitzer Prize
Winning Journalist, Editor, Plum Island

resident, PITA Secretary.
by John Macone, Lawrence Eagle-Tribune

Alan White, a longtime Plum Islander who served a
distinguished career in journalism, died Jan. 19 at age
68.

OAI,0 as he was known to his friends, was the oldest of
nine children. He grew up in Worcester, and after
graduating from the College of the Holy Cross he
began his lifelong career as a journalist at The Eagle-
Tribune in Lawrence. Al started out as a reporter at

the paper, covering city hall politics and crime.

Early on it became apparent to his colleagues that Al
had an innate!gift for journalism, a natural talent that
very few in the field could match. Over the years he
moved up through the paperOs editor positions, taking
on more responsibilities and shaping the culture of
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Pl Provisions: Remarkable Takeout

Restaurant and Min-mart Delivers
by Dirk Messelaar, PITA

Lucky Giannopoulos, an unusually friendly and hard-
working 55 year-old, has owned Plum Island
Provisions on Plum Island Boulevard for a little

more than 2 years. Work is such a big part of his
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the paper to achieve the highest honors of journalism D
two Pulitzer prizes, two finalist Pulitzer awards, and
dozens of other national and regional awards. AlOs work
earned him an unusual recognition that few journalists
can claim B he was invited to the National Hockey
League Hall of Fame, where players and the league
honored his role in exposing a high-ranking NHL

official who had scammed hundreds of players,

including Bobby Orr.

Al was never terribly comfortable with awards, and he
shied away from the hoopla that went with them. Most
people outside of his profession didnOt know he had won
so many honors, because he didnOt like to talk about
them. Al preferred to spend his work!time in the
newsroom, helping both green and experienced
reporters improve their skills. After his death, dozens

of reporters from across the globe who had worked

for Al remarked that he had been the most talented

and influential editor they had ever known.

While journalism was his passion, Plum Island was his
love. He had!job offers from!larger far-away

newspapers, but the island was home. Al caught the
surfcasting bug when he was a young man, and saved up
to buy a small cottage on Northern Boulevard in 1991.
From his deck he enjoyed a view of both the Basin and
the beach, and called it his Opoor manQOs Riviera.O He
fished the beachfront every morning during the

season, hung around KayOs Surfland, moored his boat in
the Basin and tended his lobster traps, picked beach
plums in the fall and made jelly, collected hundreds of
vintage Plum Island postcards, and walked the
beachfront in the winter. He was proud of his old

cottage "The George," and!cherished'his!close network
of island friends.

Al lived alone but shared his life with many people.
Visitors were always welcome to stop by, and he gave
Oanytime permissionO for people to park at his house to
go to the beach. He generously opened his home to
family and friends, and loved to give away lobsters, his
handmade jellies, and fresh-caught fish. Al was a
dedicated volunteer for the Plum Island Taxpayers and
Associates, serving as secretary and writing the
newsletter for many years.
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life, that Lucky even lives in the apartment above
the store. He had heard from a mutual
acquaintance that Bob Ducotte Jr. might be
interested in selling DickOs, a Plum Island fixture
for more than 30 years.

Mr. Giannopoulos was 12 years old when he
emigrated with his parents to America from
Sparta, Greece 43 years ago. His father, a
carpenter, originally came to the United States
to help build the Liberty Tree Mall in Danvers,
among other projects. Both parents have moved
back to the old country to enjoy their

retirement.

Lucky came to Plum Island two years ago with an
impressive history of success in his former
restaurants: the Pizza Factory (Newburyport),

the State Street Grille (Newburyport), and the
Fish Hill Tavern (Beverly). And, he still owns
JasmineOs Roast Beef in Seabrook.

Plum Island Provisions boasts a very large,
modern stainless-dominated kitchen in addition
to retaining a sizable mini-mart with groceries
and provisions. The restaurant serves a wide
range of menu items, specializing in roast beef,
seafood, pizza and subs, and caters almost
exclusively to take-out business. Lucky is now
offering his own chile as well as home-made
desserts in conjunction with the former owner of
AngieOs in Newburyport. The store stocks a wide
range of groceries and provisions (even fire
wood), and it sells a good selection of wine and
beer.

Lucky sounds surprised when he tells you that
only about 10% of his grocery and restaurant
business is delivered to homes. OMaybe if people
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knew that we can deliver everything we sell in

In honor of Al and in the spirit of his incredible the store, except beer, wine, and lottery tickets,

mentoring and teaching talents, PITA has established more of them would take advantage of this

a memorial scholarship fund for local journalism delivery service.O Deliveries are available to

students, the Alan J. White Memorial Scholarship. customers within a 4-mile radius of the store,
especially Newbury and Newburyport, for a small

surcharge.

On its busiest days in the summer, Lucky
estimates that between the store and

restaurant, he serves Oa couple of hundred
customers each dayO N with about 80% of his
customers coming from Plum Island. But, it still
seems that many more Plum Island residents will
discover a hidden gem if they realize that their

AmyOs

Creations: . . . _
. . Oone-stop island shopO serves excellent meals in

Makmg Magic addition to providing a well-stocked mini-mart.

with Sand

Dollars Plum Island Provisions

by Dirk 29 Plum Island Boulevard

Newbury, MA
978.465.0324
www.plumislandprovisions.com

Messelaar, PITA

Some call them
sand cakes, cake
urchins, or even
sea cookies. Most
local

beachcombers Photos by Amy Sciuto and Kat Couree T T e e
just call them € U Ty “ie

sand dollars, as —— "'Phlmm

the bleached skeletons remind them of silver dollars. Rl

.ermay
But one Plum Island entrepreneur calls them her
livelihood. "

s

Amy Sciuto began collecting sand dollars and shells of '
any kind beginning about 8 years ago just for the fun - b
of it. (Many of them come from Plum Island. But donOt
attempt to take them from the National Wildlife
Refuge, because even though they are dead, they are

protected and some beachcombers have been cited for
trying to take them.)

open every day 7 am - 9 pm
peak summer open until 11 pm

REAL ESTATE SALES/RENTALS
OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE MA and NH
DIANNE BURNS
BROKER/INVESTOR

She stored 1,000 sand dollars in her Finnegan Way
garage because they made her happy. Amy began trying
to make and sell glass jewelry at first without any

434 MAIN STREET
HAVERHILL, MA 01830

978-815-3228
Fax: 978-465-3852
dianrealty@aol.com

~ . . www.dianneburns.com
AmyOs Creations continued on page 4
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thought about her sand dollars. But when the glass
jewelry didnOt sell, she turned her attention to the sand
dollars in the garage.

She spent one year developing a sand dollar pendant
painted with water color. Then she took her first 100
pendants to a craft show in York ME, and to her

surprise they all sold within a few hours. Adding metal
earrings and other products to her collection didnOt sell
well over the next two years. So six years ago she
focused on diversifying what she made with sand dollars:
bracelets, necklaces, earrings N and they sold like hot
cakes. Last year she added night lights and keys chains
to her successful product line.

But getting enough sand dollars was a real challenge the
first few years. Amy would comb beaches during
different times in the spring and summer, with typically
finding only about 10 sand dollars each trip. That would
never be enough for a growing demand. So, one day she

took a chance and walked the beach on a cold winter day.

And bingo, she collected about 2500 sand dollars in only
two hours. She had discovered that sand dollars had
died off in the winter and she was able to collect them
easily with ebb tides after a full moon. So, now she
gathers sand dollars about 6 times each year and yields
about 15,000 sand dollars in a year!

But straight from the beach, the sand dollars are still
2-3 months away being used in jewelry or otherwise.
First all of the sand dollars need to be bleached white in
the sun for a month or two.Those dollars bleached
enough are thoroughly rinsed and then set in the sun
again for two days. Those that are not bleached enough
are soaked in water with bleach for a few days,and
rinsed when ready. When theyQOre ready, 300-400 sand
dollars at a time are painted with watercolor in

different colors.

But theyOre still not finished. Amy applies a Osecret

formulaO that allows the dollars to harden in about one
week. Then they are glazed in batches of 50 and cure in
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S ANNUAL

Island Loaf & Ladle
FR EEupper get together

All Welcome
All food provided by Pl Beauti{gation

Sunday March th 5-8pm

PITA Hall
BYOB, water provided
Bring a dessert to shar@|ftional)

P
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Contact at Lynne Petty for more

information lynnepisland@gmail.com

GRILLO

your coastal connection

978.270.8527
susan.grillo@raveis.com
www.susangrillo.com

12 Federal St,, Newburyport, MA 01950

raveis.com
“The Best Website in Real Estate”

300,000+ MLS listings updated daily * Follow us on our blog - blog.raveis.com

Michael D. Paige
Attorney-at-Law
Post Office Box 893
Newburyport, MA 01950
Telephone: (508)-405-0673
Facsimile: (978)358-8459

Emaimpaige @paigelawoffice.co

Year-Round Plum Island Resident
Free Initial Consultations

mn
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one week. Finally, the Osea cookiesO are either baled, or
made into bracelets, night lights, earrings, ornaments, or
pendants. After all this, they sell at a very reasonable
price of between $10-$20.

AmyOs marketing seems almost as herculean as the long
process in readying the sand dollars before they can make
real dollars. She attends between 35-40 craft shows on
the East Coast each year N some as far away as Ocean
City, Maryland and some as close as Ogunquit, Maine.

Amy Sciuto

AmyQOs Creations

Plum Island, MA

617.290.7546
amysciuto@comcast.net

www. etsy.com/shop/AmysPlumlsland
facebook.com/AmysPlumisand

NEWBURYPORT

FIVE CENTS SAVINGS

BANK
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Contact Hancock Associates for

¢ Elevation Certificates

* Letter of Map Ammendment (LOMA)
* Flood Studies

o Conservation Commission Permits

HANCOCK

Civil Engineering
Land Surveying 185 Centre St
Wetland Science Dawers, MA 01923
(978) TT7-3480
W SanCockas sockalns com nfo@hancockassoca s com
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Rent PITA Hall

Weekend Rates

Member $325

Pl Resident Non-Member $375
Non-Member $500
Commercial $550
Weekday Monday-Thursday $150
($75/half day)

|

MERCY MEALS Please NOTE: free use of
the Hall to Island residents for mercy meals,
and recognition of your loved one on the
PITA sign.

Contact Frank at

fpiercel@comcast.net  or call 978-463-0670

See the Agreement needed to rent the hall:
PITA_RentalAgreement_15.pdf

laanl's Family Salen
WALK-INS ALWAYS WELCOME !

OPEN: MON, WED - SAT, 10 AM -6 PM
MILLIE - Owner/Hairstylist (978) 255-1782

340 High Street B2
Newburyport MA 01950 0”&) |

B Candy L. Way

Fine Artist
Studio - Gallery

46 Cottage Road
Newbury MA 01951
(978) 463-0141

www.impressionisticways.com
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PITA Hall
8 Plum Island Blvd.
Newbury, MA 01951

Advertise in the PITA Newsletter

and get free posting on our Web

Site
PITA Member - $25 /year business card,
$50 for expanded size
Non-Member - business card $50, for
expanded size $75

oG RPerkins@DesignPerspectives.com

Newburyport, Mass, - Sand Dunes, Plum Island.




